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Agenda

8:00-8:15 | Registration
8:15-8:50 | Welcome remarks and O’Brien Institute updates
8:50-9:25| Karen Benzies, Social Innovation Initiative
9:25-10:15 | Tracy Wasylak, Alberta Health Services
10:15-10:30 | Break
10:30-11:35 | Peter Milley, University of Ottawa
11:35-12:25 | Social innovation re-enactment
12:25-12:30 | Final remarks
12:30-1:00 | Networking lunch



Speaker biographies 

Karen Benzies, PhD
A serial academic entrepreneur, Karen Benzies
practiced clinically as a nurse and midwife. She 
holds a PhD and two post-doctoral fellowships 
(Stockholm and Ottawa) and served as 
UCalgary Nursing’s Associate Dean Research 
and Acting Dean. Karen acquired $33 million in 
operating grants and led multiple large teams 
to generate over 140 research publications. 

Tracy Wasylak
Tracy Wasylak is the Chief Program Officer, 
Strategic Clinical Networks™ with Alberta 
Health Services. She has held numerous senior 
leadership roles within Alberta Health 
Services. Tracy holds an adjunct assistant 
professor appointment with the Faculty of 
Nursing at the University of Calgary. She is the 
Co-Lead for the ABSPORU 2.0  Learning Health 
System Team. 

Peter Milley, PhD
Peter Milley is Professor in the Faculty of 
Education and Director of the Centre for 
Research on Educational and Community 
Services (CRECS) at the University of Ottawa. 
Peter teaches and conducts research on topics 
related to educational leadership, 
administration, policy, and evaluation. 
administration reforms domestically and 
internationally. 



Social Innovation 
Week at UCalgary

A mashup of activities hosted by faculties, 
institutes, accelerators, social enterprise, and 
centres across UCalgary's vast social innovation 
ecosystem and community. 

Ø Connect with those who support advancing 
social innovation-based work, projects, and 
research.

October 11-14

research.ucalgary.ca/innovation/social-innovation/social-
innovation-week



Social Innovation 
Re-enactment
resources
“Knock on any Door”

Featuring: Jamie Day, Meaghan Edwards, 
Fay Qian, Joanne Nowak, Stephanie Warner, Sarah 
Topps, Tara Barnas, and Jaime Kaufman

October 11, 2022



University of Calgary’s Social Innovation 
Accelerators

The Hunter Hub for Entrepreneurial 
Thinking is a community hub that 
supports entrepreneurial student 
experiences, enables faculty to lead 
in innovation and expands a growing 
community of entrepreneurial and 
innovative thinkers.



SII Impact Framework



Innovate Calgary has been the 
innovation transfer and business 
incubator centre for the University 
of Calgary for over 30 years, 
fostering entrepreneurship and 
bringing new discoveries to the 
world.

University of Calgary’s Social Innovation 
Accelerators
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Knowledge Engagement builds and 
maintains meaningful partnerships for 
research between the University of 
Calgary and community organizations 
with a goal to support these 
collaborative efforts to create 
knowledge with impact for the benefit 
of the community at large.

University of Calgary’s Social Innovation 
Accelerators



Ecosystem at a Glance



Mitacs is a national funding 
organization and catalyzing force in 
the Canadian innovation 
ecosystem that brings together 
private sector and post-secondary 
institutions to develop collaborative 
research projects which solve 
business and societal challenges while 
advancing academic research goals.

University of Calgary’s Social Innovation 
Accelerators



Innovation Ecosystem Directory
ucalgary.zoom.us/meeting#/upcoming



Social Innovation Initiative is 
supported by the UCalgary Office of 
the Vice-President (Research) to 
engage faculties to mobilize academic 
knowledge and transdisciplinary 
expertise through collaboration with 
community to co-design solutions for 
complex social problems.

University of Calgary’s Social Innovation 
Accelerators



Social Innovation Intake Form
research.ucalgary.ca/form/social-innovation-engagement-for


