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Almost half of people diagnosed with cancer are of working age, but of those who are working at the time of diagnosis,
only about 60% return to work within 12 months. This presentation examines the impact of cancer on people’s ability to
work, and how we can measure this impact at the level of the individual, the employer and broader society.
Alison Pearce is a health economist specialising the economics of cancer care. She is a Chancellor’s Postdoctoral
Research Fellow at the Centre for Health Economics Research and Evaluation (CHERE) at the University of Technology
Sydney and is currently a visiting research fellow in the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences at the University of British
Colombia. Her research currently focuses on the areas of productivity loss and patient preferences in cancer care, and
she has keen interests in early career researcher development, communicating research to the public and the use of
social media in academia.
Objectives:
1: To recognise the importance of work for cancer survivors.
2: To be aware of the potential impact of cancer and its treatments on the ability of people to work.
3: To understand how the value of work can be calculated from a variety of perspectives.
This event is a self-approved group learning activity (Section 1) as defined by the Maintenance of Certification
Program of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada. This seminar is also available via an online
AdobeConnect session: To attend the seminar from another location via your computer, click on this link:
https://connectmeeting.ucalgary.ca/oiph-feb1-19/

Enter as a guest. You may join the session at any time. It is advisable to test your audio before the seminar starts. The
AdobeConnect session will be archived and accessible for later viewing at:
https://www.obrieniph.ucalgary.ca/events/chsobrien-institute-seminar-series

