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Commonly used cost estimates: 

Table 3: Standard unit cost estimates and sources 
 

Resource Estimate Source 
Average cost per 
day in medical ward 
(Alberta all sites) 

$934 AHS Finance Fiscal 2018/19 
 

NOTE: These are the average INCREMENTAL cost per 
day averaged over the entire Length of Stay (includes 
nursing unit + drug + allied health + DI + clinical lab + 
other clinical + incremental direct costs.  Note: this cost 
excludes organizational support costs that do not 
fluctuate with changes in activity).  

 
 
 

Average cost per 
day in general 
surgery ward 
(Alberta all sites) 

$1,096 

Average cost per 
day in Critical Care 
(Alberta all sites) 

$4559 

Average cost per 
ED visit 
(Alberta all sites) 

$361 

Average cost per 
day by nursing unit, 
Calgary Zone 

Variable 

Cost per 
physician 
encounter 

Base rate $40.14, 
variable by specialty  
 

Schedule of Medical Benefits March 2021 
https://www.alberta.ca/fees-health-professionals.aspx 
 
(03.04A, comprehensive  visit) 

Cost of a drug Variable Alberta Blue Cross 
Interactive Drug Benefit List 
https://www.ab.bluecross.ca/dbl/publications.php 
Prices (public and private forumlaries): 
https://www.ab.bluecross.ca/providers/pharmacy-price-
files.php 

Dispensing fee $12.15 per 
prescription 

Alberta Health  
https://www.alberta.ca/pharmacy-services-and-fees.aspx 
 

Laboratory test Variable AHS December 2016 
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/wf/lab/wf-
lab-bulletin-revised-laboratory-tests-and-associated-
costs.pdf 
 

Ambulance Patient borne 
costs: $250 if a 
patient is treated 
at the scene, but 
not transported to 
a hospital, or 
$385 if a patient is 
transported to a 
hospital 

 
Operational cost 
per event: $760.48 

Alberta Health 
https://www.alberta.ca/ambulance-and-
emergency-health-services.aspx 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AHS Analytics 

https://www.alberta.ca/fees-health-professionals.aspx
https://www.ab.bluecross.ca/providers/pharmacy-price-files.php
https://www.ab.bluecross.ca/providers/pharmacy-price-files.php
https://www.alberta.ca/pharmacy-services-and-fees.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/wf/lab/wf-lab-bulletin-revised-laboratory-tests-and-associated-costs.pdf
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/wf/lab/wf-lab-bulletin-revised-laboratory-tests-and-associated-costs.pdf
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/wf/lab/wf-lab-bulletin-revised-laboratory-tests-and-associated-costs.pdf
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  Fiscal 2013/14. This estimate does not differentiate 
between transported and non-transported. 

Time of 
patient/caregiver 

Calculate based on 
$113,380 median 
family income in 
Alberta 

2019 
Statistics Canada 
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/tables-tableaux/sum- 
som/l01/cst01/famil108a-eng.htm 

Travel per km 
patient/caregiver 

47 cents per 
kilometer 

2020 
Canada Revenue Agency 
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-
agency/services/tax/individuals/topics/about-your-tax-
return/tax-return/completing-a-tax-return/deductions-
credits-expenses/line-25500-northern-residents-
deductions/meal-vehicle-rates-used-calculate-travel-
expenses.html 

Parking 
patient/caregiver 

$14.25 per day https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/fmc/Page17556.as
px 

Childcare 
patient/caregiver 

$950- 
$1,200/month 

Alberta Government 
https://www.albertacanada.com/LivingAB_health_w.pdf 

 

Useful data sources: 

Annual Reports: this includes data over time on key performance indicators for Alberta Health and 
Alberta Health Services such as satisfaction, immunization rates, patient safety, life expectancy, ED 
length of stay.  

 

Interactive Health Data Application: this includes demographic, mortality, chronic disease, infectious 
disease and children’s health data for the province. http://www.ahw.gov.ab.ca/IHDA_Retrieval/ 

 

AHS Analytics: this group can provide a variety of cost and clinical data estimates. 
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/findhealth/service.aspx?Id=1661&facilityId=1005258 

 

AHS Finance: this group can provide detailed cost estimates. The strongest data are in-hospital costs for 
the 16 largest hospitals in the province. 
 
Health Research Data Access: Administrative health data for research, planning, and projects can be 
requested, in addition to available online health data. https://www.alberta.ca/health-research.aspx 

CIHI: this includes costing and utilization data by province and nationally. Their public data reports 
include hospitalizations, procedures, physician information, drug utilization, outpatient utilization and 
long-term care. https://www.cihi.ca/en/access-data-and-reports 

Patient cost estimator: https://www.cihi.ca/en/patient-cost-estimator 

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/tables-tableaux/sum-som/l01/cst01/famil108a-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/tables-tableaux/sum-som/l01/cst01/famil108a-eng.htm
https://www.albertacanada.com/LivingAB_health_w.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2367-9824
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/about/performance.aspx
http://www.ahw.gov.ab.ca/IHDA_Retrieval/
https://www.cihi.ca/en/access-data-and-reports
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Source: Cost Per Acute Care Bed (By Bed Type & Hospital Peer Group): CostPerBed - AHS Tableau Server (albertahealthservices.ca) 

 

https://tableau.albertahealthservices.ca/#/views/CostPerAcuteCareBedByBedTypeHospitalPeerGroup/CostPerBed?:iid=1
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Source: https://tableau.albertahealthservices.ca/#/views/CostPerEmergencyDepartmentCasebyTriageLevelProvincial/EDCostPerVisit?:iid=2 

 

https://tableau.albertahealthservices.ca/#/views/CostPerEmergencyDepartmentCasebyTriageLevelProvincial/EDCostPerVisit?:iid=2

