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My FAVOURITE article on COVID…

• Available at: https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-this-
is-the-most-important-science-lesson-of-our-lives/

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-this-is-the-most-important-science-lesson-of-our-lives/


“Because, if your kids come out of this pandemic knowing in their bones 

that science is as much about what we currently don’t know, as what we 

do, it will be the most important science lesson of their lives.”

Jacob Berkowitz – in the Globe and Mail
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Second Waves Around the World…
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Second Waves Around the World…

7

Spain Netherlands



Second Waves Around the World…
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A changing picture

• Demographics?

• Virulence of the virus?

• Inoculum effects?
• More diagnostic testing?

• Better treatment?
• Other?
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How deadly…and how contagious?

10 Image: https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/world/asia/china-coronavirus-contain.html



https://search.creativecommons.org/photos
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COVID-19: The Science 
Lesson of 2020

• A new virus and illness

• No one knew anything in 
December

• Now -- 57,600 PubMed 
results

• Swirling public health 
messages

• Swirling information in social 
media

• +++ public debate
• +++ controversies



Epistemology
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Epistemology, the 
philosophical study of the 
nature, origin, and limits of 
human knowledge. 

The term is derived from the 
Greek epistēmē (“knowledge”) 
and logos (“reason”), and 
accordingly the field is 
sometimes referred to as the 
theory of knowledge.

https://search.creativecommons.org/photos/be6a1568-2e31-4ea8-93f6-bdd86becd32c



Thank you.

wghali@ucalgary.ca

(for any follow-up inquiries)

William Ghali
Vice President (Research)
University of Calgary
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