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§ Good decisions cannot always redeem bad policies

§ No quick fixes (especially technical) for inequalities

§ Better late than never

§ We don’t know what to do
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A COMBINATION OF BIOLOGY AND OPPORTUNITY
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Martin Enserink, Kai Kupferschmidt and Nirja Desai. “The Science of Superspreading.” 
Science 370. (30 October 2020). https://vis.sciencemag.org/covid-clusters/



§ Altruism

§ Market

§ Cooperation

§ Force

§ Government
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Michael Smithson. Data from 45 countries 
show containing COVID vs saving the 
economy is a false dichotomy.  The 
Conversation (25 November 20202). 
https://theconversation.com/data-from-45-
countries-show-containing-covid-vs-saving-the-
economy-is-a-false-dichotomy-150533



§ social cohesion & public spirit

§ steady and simple messaging

§ sustained long-term work

§ real-time adjustments

§ social foundations of vulnerability

§ resist all or nothing approaches
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THANK YOU!

@pgfor
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